
           March 2021 

 

Curriculum Vitae 

 

Mary S. Gibson 

mgibson@jjay.cuny.edu 

 
   

Education: 

 B.A. Duke University, 1971 

 M.A Indiana University, Bloomington, 1973 

 Ph.D. Indiana University, Bloomington, 1979 

 

Professional Experience: 

John Jay College of Criminal Justice,  Professor Emerita, 2018-; Professor, 1997-2018; 

  City University of New York   Associate Professor, 1988-96; Assistant  

      Professor, 1984-88 

      Chair, Department of History, 2015 (spring); 1991-97 

Graduate Center, City University of  Professor Emerita of History, 2018; Professor,  

 New York    Doctoral Programs in History and in Criminal Justice 

      Acting Executive Officer, Ph.D Program in History, 

      Spring 2012, Fall 2006, Spring 2005; Deputy 

      E.O., 2003-08 

      Executive Officer, Ph.D Program in Criminal 

       Justice, 1999-2001; Deputy  E.O., 1997-99 

University of Siena    Lecturer, Summer School in Women’s History, 1994 

Trinity College    Lecturer, Rome campus, 1983-84 

Grinnell College    Assistant Professor, 1978-83; Instructor, 1976-78; 

   Chair, Western European Studies Program, 1981-2 

American Historical Review    Editorial Assistant, 1976 

Indiana University    Lecturer, 1974 

 

Grants and Honors 

Senior Scholar Citation, Society for Italian Historical Studies, 2020 

Schoff Publication Fund Award, University Seminars, Columbia University, 2020, 2018 

Distinguished Fellow, Advanced Research Collaborative, Graduate Center, CUNY, Spring 2016 

Scholarly Excellence Award, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 2013 

Senior Fellow, International Research Center for Cultural Studies (IFK), Vienna, Fall, 2012 

Senior Scholar in Residence, American Academy in Rome, Spring, 2010 

National Endowment for the Humanities Faculty Research Grant, 2009-2010 

Fulbright Senior Research Award (Italy), 2008-2009 

PSC-CUNY Research Award, 2015, 2013, 2006, 2001, 1999, 1998, 1995, 1992, 1991, 1986 

National Library of Medicine Grant for Scholarly Publications, 2003-2005 

American Academy Rome Prize in Modern Italian Studies, 2002-2003 

American Philosophical Society Research Grant, 1998, 1989 

Trinity College Barbieri Grant in Italian History, 1998 

American Council of Learned Societies Travel Grant to International Conferences, 1994  
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National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, 1989 

Folger Library Seminar Fellow, 1985 

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar Grant, 1984 (Stanford University) 

Fulbright Junior Research Grant, 1982-1983 

Iowa Humanities Board, Public Programs Grant (with Dennis Perri), 1981 

Grinnell College Summer Research Grants, 1982, 1981, 1979 

National Endowment for the Humanities Seminar Grant, 1979-1980 (Brown University) 

Indiana University Women's Studies Grant, 1976 

Phi Beta Kappa, 1971 

 

Publications:     Books 

Italian Prisons in the Age of Positivism, 1861-1914 (London: Bloomsbury, 2019); Italian 

translation forthcoming (Rome: Viella). 

Introduction (with Nicole Hahn Rafter) to Cesare Lombroso, La donna delinquente, la prostituta e 

la donna normale (Milan: et al./Edizioni, 2009) pp. 1-48. 

Translation (with Nicole Rafter) of Cesare Lombroso’s Criminal Man [with scholarly introduction 

and notes] (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2006); Korean edition, 2010 (trans. by 

Kyung-Jae Lee for the Korean Institute of Criminology). 

Translation (with Nicole Rafter) of Cesare Lombroso’s Criminal Woman, the Prostitute, and the 

Normal Woman [with scholarly introduction and notes] (Durham, N.C.: Duke University 

Press, 2004) 

Born to Crime: Cesare Lombroso and the Origins of Biological Criminology (Westport, Conn.: 

Praeger, 2002). Translated as Nati per il crimine: Cesare Lombroso e le origini della 

criminologia biologica (Milan: Bruno Mondadori, 2004). 

Prostitution and the State in Italy, 1860-1915. 2nd Edition (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 

1999); 1st Edition (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1986). Translated as 

Stato e prostituzione in Italia, 1860-1915  (Milan: Il Saggiatore, 1995) 

 

Articles  

“Cesare Lombroso and the Gendered Prison,” in La donna delinquente e la prostituta. L’eredità di 

Lombroso nella cultura e nella società italiana, eds. Liliosa Azara and Luca Tedesco 

(Rome: Viella, 2019), pp. 107-121. 

(with Ilaria Poerio), “Modern Europe, 1750-1950,” in A Global History of Convicts and Penal 

Colonies,” ed. Clare Anderson (London: Bloomsbury, 2018), pp. 337-370. 

“Gender and Convict Labour: The Italian Case in Global Context,” Global Convict Labour, eds. 

Alex Lichtenstein and Christian de Vito (Brill: Leiden, 2015), pp. 313-332. 

“I limiti della cittadinanza: prigioni e prigionieri nell’Italia liberale,” Questione criminale e 

identità nazionale in Italia tra Otto e Novecento, ed. Luigi Lacchè and Monica Stronati 

(Macerata: EUM, 2015), pp. 215-225. 

“Forensic Psychiatry and the Birth of the Criminal Insane Asylum in Modern Italy,” International 

Journal of Law and Psychiatry,” v. 37 (2014), pp. 117-126. 

“The Journal of Prison Sciences: Between Administration and Advocacy,” Una tribuna per le 

scienze criminali. La “cultura” delle Riviste nel dibattito penalistico tra Otto e Novecento, 

ed. Luigi Lacchè and Monica Stronati (Macerata: EUM, 2013), pp. 49-68. 

“Cesare Lombroso, Prison Science, and Penal Politics,” The Lombroso Handbook, ed. Paul 

Knepper and P. J. Ystehede (NY: Routledge, 2012), pp. 30-46. 

 “La reazione internazionale alla teoria lombrosiana della donna delinquente,” L’antropologia 

criminale di Cesare Lombroso: Dall’Ottocento al dibattito filosofico-penale 
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contemporaneo, ed. Lorenzo Picotti e Francesca Zanuso (Naples: Edizioni Scientifiche 

Italiane, 2011) pp. 141-157. 

“Global Perspectives on the Birth of the Prison,” American Historical Review, v. 116, n. 4 (2011), 

pp. 1040-63. 

“La criminologia prima e dopo Cesare Lombroso,” Cesare Lombroso. Gli scienzati e la nuova 

Italia, ed. Silvano Montaldo (Milan: Il Mulino, 2010), pp. 15-32. 

“Un sguardo americano su Stephen Jay Gould,” in Contemporanea, v. 13, n. 2 (2010), pp. 354-59. 

“La storia di genere nel dialogo tra generazioni,” Genesis, v. 8, n. 2 (2009), pp. 179-185. 

“Il genere: La donna (delinquente e non),” Cesare Lombroso: Cento anni dopo, eds. Silvano 

Montaldo and Paolo Tapperi (Turin: UTET, 2009) pp, 155-64. 

 “Women’s Prisons in Italy: A Problem of Citizenship,” Crime, History, Societies/Crime, Histoire, 

Sociétés v. 13, n. 2 (2009) pp. 27-40. 

“Prisons and Prisoners,” Encyclopedia of Women in World History, ed. Bonnie G. Smith (New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2008). 

 “Ai  margini della cittadinanza: le detenute dopo l’Unità italiana (1860-1915),” Storia delle 

Donne, n. 3 (2007) pp. 187-207. 

Entries on “Lombroso, Cesare,” “Mozzoni, Anna Maria,” and “Prostitution” for Europe 1789-

1914: Encyclopedia of the Age of Industry and Empire, eds. John Merriman and Jay Winter 

(New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2006). 

“Cesare Lombroso and Italian Criminology: Theory and Politics,” Criminals and Their Scientists: 

The History of Criminology in International Perspective, eds. Peter Becker and Richard 

Wetzell (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) pp. 137-58. 

 “Science and Narrative in Italian Criminology, 1880-1920,” Crime and Culture: An Historical 

Perspective, ed. Amy Gilman Srebnick and René Lévy (Aldershot, Eng.: Ashgate, 2005) 

pp. 37-47. 

 “Labelling Women Deviant: Heterosexual Women, Prostitutes, and Lesbians in Early 

Criminological Discourse,” Gender and the Private Sphere in Italy, ed. Perry Willson 

(London: Palgrave-Macmillan, 2004) pp. 89-104. 

“The Incarceration of Italian Women in Historical Perspective,” In Our Own Voices: 

Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Italian and Italian American Women, ed. Elizabeth 

Giovanna Messina (Boca Raton: Bordigiera Press, 2003) pp. 39-51. 

“The Criminalization of Youth in Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century Italy,” Crime, 

Punishment, and Reform in Europe, ed. Louis A. Knafla [Criminal Justice History, v. 18] 

(Praeger: Westport, Conn., 2003) pp. 121-144. 

“Introduction” to a special issue of the Journal of Modern Italian Studies on women’s history, v. 7 

(Spring, 2002) pp. 1-16. 

“Cesare Lombroso, il determinismo biologico, e il sistema italiano della giustizia penale,” Dei 

delitti e delle pene, n. 1-3 (2001) pp. 71-94. 

“Le carcere femminili nell’Italia liberale,” Storica, n. 16 (2000) pp. 135-154. 

“Cesare Lombroso,” Encyclopedia of Women and Crime, ed. Nicole Hahn Rafter (Phoenix, Ariz.: 

Oryx, 2000) pp. 151-152. 

“Donne, bambini e criminologia tra le due guerre mondiali,” Storia e problemi contemporanei, n. 

24 (Dec., 1999) pp. 227-252 

"Italian Women and the Left in the Shadow of Fascism," Women  & Socialism--Socialism & 

Women in Europe Between the Wars, ed. Helmut Gruber and Pamela Graves (New York: 

Berghahn, 1998) pp. 381-411 
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"Biology or Environment? Race and Southern 'Deviancy' in the Writings of Italian Criminologists, 

1880-1920," Italy's  "Southern Question": Orientalism in One Country, ed. Jane Schneider 

(New York: Berg, 1998) pp. 99-115 

“New Perspectives in Italian Women’s History: A Review Essay,” Journal of Women’s History, v. 

8, n. 2 (Summer, 1996) pp. 169-180 

 “Crime," Encyclopedia of Social History, ed. Peter N. Stearns (New York: Garland, 1994) pp. 

178-182. 

Review Essay of Georges Duby and Michelle Perrot, eds., Storia delle donne: Ottocento  in 

Journal of Women’s History , v. 5, n. 3 (Winter, 1994) pp. 163-169 

“Italy” in Prostitution: An International Handbook on Trends, Problems, and Policies, ed. Nanette 

J. Davis (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1993) pp. 157-176 

“La prostituzione in Milano alla fine dell'Ottocento: Immagine e realtà,” Donna lombarda, 1860-

1945  ed. A. Gigli Marchetti and N. Torcellan (Milan: Franco Angeli, 1992) pp. 563-570 

“Italian Civil Code of 1865,” “Italian Law for the Protection of the Labor of Women and 

Children,” and “Italian Women's Movement (1860-1914),” Women's Studies Encyclopedia, 

ed. Helen Tierney (Westport, Conn: Greenwood, 1991) vol. 3, pp. 240-245 

“Italy,” Children in Comparative and Historical  Perspective: An International Handbook and 

Research Guide, eds. Joseph M. Hawes and N. Roy Hines (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood 

Press, 1991) pp. 361-88 

“Prostitution Laws after Italian Unification: The Role of Regulationist and Abolitionist Elites,” 

Criminal Justice History, v. 11 (1990) pp. 105-117 

“On the Insensitivity of Women: Science and the Woman Question in Liberal Italy,” Journal of 

Women's History, v. 2, n. 2 (Fall, 1990) pp. 11-41 

“Female Sexuality in Renaissance, Early Modern, and Modern Italy,” Trends in History, v. 4, n. 4 

(1990) pp. 159-185 and in Sex, History and Culture, eds. Margot  Badran and Midge 

Quandt  (Binghamton, NY: Haworth, 1990) 

“Tollerare o reprimere? Un dilemma contemporanea” Storia e Dossier, v. 4, n. 25 (January, 1989) 

pp. 40-50 

“Marginalità convergenti.  Immagine borghese della prostituta in Italia, 1850-1915,” in Diritto e 

Rovescio: Studi sulle donne e il controllo sociale, ed. Tamar Pitch (Naples: Edizioni 

Scientifiche Italiane, 1987) pp. 219-235 

“Medici e poliziotti: Il Regolamento Cavour,” Memoria: Rivista di storia delle donne, v. 17 (1986) 

pp. 90-100 

Six entries, Dictionary of Italian History, ed. Frank J. Coppa (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 

1985) 

“The 'Female Offender' and the Italian School of Criminal Anthropology,” Journal of European 

Studies, v. 12 (1982) pp. 155-65 

“The State and Prostitution: Prohibition, Regulation, or Decriminalization?," History and Crime, 

eds. James A. Inciardi and Charlies Faupel (Beverly Hills: Sage, 1980) pp. 193-208 

“Prostitution and the Bourgeois Feminist Movement in Italy,” The Italian Immigrant Woman, eds. 

B.B. Cairoli et al. (Toronto: Multicultural Society, 1978) pp. 24-30 

 

Short pieces:  

Preface to Oscar Greco, I demoni del mezzogiorno: Follia, pregiudizio e marginalità nel 

manicomio di Girifalco (1881-1921) (Soveria Mannelli: Rubbettino, 2018). 

“Nicole Hahn Rafter’s contributions to Lombroso studies,” Crime Media Culture, v. 12, n. 3 (Dec. 

2016), pp. 383-385. 
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“Dall’atavismo alla normalità: La ridefinizione dell’omossesualità,” in Genesis, v. 3, n. 1 (2004), 

pp. 189-92. 

Preface to Alberto Forzoni, Prostituzione e sanità ad Arezzo (Provincia di Arezzo: Le Balze, 

2003). 

“Donne ai margini,” in DonnaWomanFemme (special issue entitled: “Annarita Buttafuoco: Una 

donna del suo genere”), n. 48 (2000), pp. 68-75. 

“Per Annarita Buttafuoco,” Storia e problemi contemporanei (special issue entitled: “Donne tra 

facismo, nazismo, guerra e resistenza”), n. 24 (Dec., 1999), pp. 265-267. 

Preface to Carlos Alberto Garcès, Brujas y adivinos en Tucumàn (siglos XVII y XVIII)  (San 

Salvador de Jujuy: Universidad Nacional de Jujuy, 1997). 

Comments in concluding roundtable, The Formation of the Italian Republic, Margherita Alaia 

Repetto (New York: Peter Lang, 1993) 

Syllabus for "The Female Offender in Western Society" included in Teaching about Women in 

Criminal Justice and Criminology Courses: A Resource Guide, ed. Merry Morash 

(compiled by the Division on Women and Crime, American Society of Criminology, 

1988), pp. 193-98 

 "Romanticism and Crime: Comments on the Historical Panel," in The Wordsworth Circle, v. 19 

(1988), pp. 82-83 

 

Book Reviews  

Review of Laura Schettini, Turpi traffici: Prostituzione e migrazioni globali, 1890-1940 in Italia 

contemporanea (forthcoming) 

Review of Silvano Montaldo, Donne delinquenti: Il genere e la nascita della criminologia in the 

Rassegna storica del Risorgimento (forthcoming) 

Review of Roberta Pergher, Mussolini’s Nation-Empire: Sovereignty and Settlement in Italy’s 

Borderlands, 1922-1943 in the Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History, v. 21, n. 3 

(Winter 2020). 

Review of  Paul Garfinkel, Criminal Law in Liberal and Fascist Italy in the Law and History 

Review, v. 37, n. 1 (February 2019). 

Review of Francesco Benigno, La Mala Setta: Alle origini di mafia e camorra, 1859-1878 in The 

American Historical Revie, v. 123, n. 4 (October 2018). 

Review of Valeria Babini, Chiara Beccalossi, and Lucy Riall, eds., Italian Sexualities Uncovered, 

1789-1914 in Modern Italy, v. 21, n. 2 (May 2016). 

Review of Frank Rosengarten, Through Partisan Eyes: My Friendships, Literary Education, and 

Political Encounters in Italy (1956-2013) in Journal of Modern Italian Studies, v. 20, n. 4 

(2015). 

Review Essay of Angela Groppi, Il welfare prima del welfare: Assistenza alla vecchiaia e 

solidarità tra generazioni a Roma in età moderna and Giovanni Vecchi, In ricchezza e in 

povertà: Il benessere degli italiani dall’Unità a oggi in Journal of Modern Italian Studies, 

v. 19, n. 3 (2014). 

Review of Floriana Colao, Liugi Lacchè, and Claudia Storti, eds., Processo penale e opinione 

pubblica in Italia tra Otto e Novecento in Crime, History, Societies/Crime, Histoire, 

Societés, in Crime, History, Societies, v. 15, n. 1 (2011). 

Review of Cesare Beccaria, On Crimes and Punishments, trans. by Graeme R. Newman and Pietro 

Marongiu in Theoretical Criminology, v. 14, n. 4 (2010). 

Review of Denis Boucquet, Rome ville technique (1870-1925): Un modernisation conflictuelle de 

l’espace urbain in Modern Italy, v. 15, n. 1 (2010). 
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Review of Suzanne Stewart-Steinberg, The Pinocchio Effect: On Making Italians, 1860-1920, H-

Italy, H-Net Reviews. April, 2009 

 URL: http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=24436. 

Review of Jane C. Schneider and Peter T. Schneider, Reversible Destiny: Mafia, Antimafia, and 

the Struggle for Palermo in Organized Crime, v. 9, n. 3 (August, 2008). 

Review of Patrizia Guarnieri, L’Ammazzabambini: Legge e scienza in un processo di fine 

Ottocento in Modern Italy, v. 12, n. 2 (June, 2007). 

Review of Ernesto De Martino, The Land of Remorse: A Study of Southern Italian Tarantism 

(Trans. By Dorothy Louise Zinn) for Journal of Modern Italian Studies, v. 12, n. 2 (June, 

2007). 

Review of Julia Rodriguez, Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern State in 

Theoretical Criminology v. 11, n. 1 (2007). 

Review of Vinzia Fiorino, Matti, indemoniate e vagabondi: Dinamiche di internamento 

manicomiale tra Otto e Novecento in American Historical Review (2004). 

Review of Trevor Dean and K.J.P. Lowe, eds., Marriage in Italy, 1300-1650 in Social History, v. 

25, n. 3 (Oct., 2000) 

Review of Jane Slaughter, Women and the Italian Resistance, 1943-1945 in Journal of Modern 

Italian Studies v. 4, n. 1 (1999) 

Review of Gabriella Santoncini, Sovranità e giustizia nella Restaurazione pontificia and Pasquale 

Beneduce, Il corpo eloquente: Identificazione del giurista nell'Italia liberale in American 

Historical Review , v. 103, n. 3 (June, 1998) 

Review of Frank Snowden, Naples in the Time of Cholera, 1884-1911 and Rodolfo Taiani, Il 

governo dell'esistenza in American Historical Review , v. 103, n. 1, (Feb., 1998) 

Review of Francesco Sidoti, Istituzioni e criminalità in Italian Politics and Society, n. 48 (Autumn, 

1997) 

Review of Maria Malatesta, ed., Society and the Professions in Italy, 1860-1914  in Journal of 

Interdisciplinary History,  v. 27, n. 4 (Spring, 1997) 

Review of Perry R. Willson, The Clockwork Factory: Women and Work in Fascist Italy in 

International Labor and Working Class History, n. 50 (Fall, 1996) 

Review of Romano Canosa, Storia della criminalità in Italia dal 1946 a oggi  in Journal of 

Modern Italian Studies, v. 1, n. 3 (1996) 

Review of Patrizia Guarnieri, A Case of Child Murder: Law  and Science in Nineteenth-Century 

Tuscany  in Journal of Interdisciplinary History   (Winter, 1996) 

Review of Michela De Giorgio, Le italiane dall’Unità ad oggi in American Historical Review, v. 

100, n. 5 (Dec., 1995) 

Review of Silvia Franchini, Elites ed educazione femminile nell’Italia dell’Ottocento: L’Istituto 

della SS. Annunziata di Firenze in Gender and History , v. 7, n. 2 (Aug., 1995) 

Review of David Kertzer, Sacrificed for Honor: Italian Infant Abandonment and the Politics of 

Reproductive Control  in American Historical Review  (Feb., 1995) 

Review of Lynn Gunzberg, Strangers at Home: Jews in the Italian Literary Imagination  in 

Journal of Modern History, v. 66, n. 4 (Dec., 1994) 

Review of Louise Tilly, Politics and Class in Milan  in Journal of Social History, v. 27 (Winter, 

1993) 

Review of Elaine Abelson, When Ladies Go A-Thieving: Middle-Class Shoplifters in the Victorian 

Department Store  in Women and Criminal Justice, v. 5, n. 3 (1993) 

Review of Victoria de Grazia, How Fascism Ruled Women  in American Historical Review, v. 98 

(April, 1993) 

http://www.h-/
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Review of Linda Mahood, The Magdalenes: Prostitution in the Nineteenth Century  in 

International Criminal Justice Review, v. 2 (1992) 

Review of Richard F. Selcer, Hell's Half Acre: The Life and Legend of a Red-Light District  in 

Western History Quarterly, v. 23, n. 3 (August, 1992) 

Review of Frances Heidensohn and Martin Farrell, eds., Crime in Europe in the Newsletter of the 

Conference Group on Italian Politics and Society, n. 34 (Fall, 1991) 

Review of Tamar Pitch, Responsabilità limitate: Attori, conflitti, giustizia penale  in Women and 

Criminal Justice, v.2, n. 2 (1991) 

Review of Orazio Cancila, Palermo in the American Historical Review, v. 96, n. 1 (Feb., 1991) 

Review of Lucia Chiavola Birnbaum, Liberazione della donna: Feminism in Italy in the American 

Historical Review, v. 95, n. 4 (Oct., 1990) 

Review of John A. Davis, Conflict and Control: Law and Order in Nineteenth-Century Italy in the 

Journal of Modern History, v. 62, n. 3 (Sept. 1990) 

Review of Donald Howard Bell, Sesto San Giovanni: Workers, Culture, and Politics in an Italian 

Town, 1880-1922  in International Labor and Working Class History, n. 35 (Spring, 1989) 

Review of Floriana Colao, Il delitto politico tra Ottocento e Novecento: Da "delitto fittizio" a 

"nemico dello Stato" in the American Historical Review, v. 93, n. 5 (June, 1989) 

Review of Stuart Woolf, The Poor in Western Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries in the 

American Historical Review (Oct., 1988) 

 Review of Annarita Buttafuoco, Le mariuccine. Storia di un'istituzione laica: l'Asilo Mariuccia in 

the Journal of Social History, v. 20 (Summer, 1987) 

Review of Sergio Raffaelli, Le parole proibite: Purismo di stato e regolamentazione della 

pubblicità in Italia (1812-1945) in the Newsletter of the Conference Group on Italian 

Politics, n. 19 (August, 1986) 

Review of Franca Pieroni Bortolotti, Femminismo e partiti politici in Italia, 1919-1926 in the 

American Historical Review (April, 1980) 

 

Interviews and public presentations: 

Panelist, Book presentation of Laura Schettini, Turpi traffici: Prostituzione e emigrazioni globali, 

1890-1940, at the ceremony for the Premio “Gisa Giani” sponsored by the Istituto per la 

Storia dell’Umbria Contemporanea and the Società Italiana delle Storiche (online), 2021. 

Panelist, Book presentation of Carlo Spartaco, Mussolini’s Camps: Civilian Internment in Fascist 

Italy (1940-1943), NYU Casa Italiana (co-sponsored with the Centro Primo Levi), 2020 

Panelist, Book presentation of Attraversando il Tempo: Centoventi anni dell’Unione femminile 

nazionale, ed. by Stefania Bartoloni, Center for Unione femminile nazionale, Milan, 2019. 

Panelist, Book presentation of Patrizia Guarnieri, Italian Psychology and Jewish Emigration under 

Fascism, Italian Cultural Institute, New York City, 2016. 

Panelist, Book presentation of Maria Teresa Milicia, Lombroso e il brigante. Storia di un cranio 

conteso, University of Calabria, Cosenza Italy, 2014 

Interview by Lukas Wieselberg on prison history for the Austrian website (2011): 
http://science.orf.at/stories/1709049 

Scholarly Commentator in the documentary, The Missing Piece: Mona Lisa-Her Thief-The True 

Story directed by Joe Medeiros, 2012 

Panelist, Book presentation of Laura Schettini, Il gioco delle parti: Travestimenti e paure sociali, 

Biblioteca di Storia Moderna e Contemporanea, Rome, 2011 

Panelist, Book presentation of Mahnaz Yousefzadeh, City and Nation in the Italian Unification, 

New York University, 2011 

https://webmail.jjay.cuny.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=2e83dadc4b77450591a202ac1493f56c&URL=http%3a%2f%2fscience.orf.at%2fstories%2f1709049
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Organizer and chair (with John Davis), Conference entitled “Gramsci Revisited: A Conference in 

Memory of John M. Cammett,” Italian Academy, Columbia University, 2011 

Panelist, Book presentation of Cesare Lombroso, La donna delinquente, la prostituta e la donna 

normale, Casa della Cultura, Milan, 2009 

Commentator, Panel on film,“Pane Amaro,” Graduate Center, City University of New York, 2008 

Speaker, book presentation of Cesare Lombroso’s Criminal Woman translated by Nicole Hahn 

Rafter and Mary Gibson, Casa Italiana at New York University, 2005. 

Panelist, Book presentation of  “In Our Own Voices: Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Italian and 

Italian American Women, ed. Elizabeth Giovanna Messina, Casa Italiana, New York 

University, 2004  

Commentator on The Trials of Maria Barbella by Idanna Pucci, Casa Italiana, New York 

University, 2000; Italian Cultural Institute, New York, 1997 

Interview on the history of female crime, La Nacion [Buenos Aires], n. 1452 (May 4, 1997) 

Interview on women's studies, Noi donne [Rome] v. 47, n. 7-8 (July-Aug., 1992) 

CBS Radio interview on women and crime (Barbara Price, co-panelist), 1987 

“Should Prostitution be Legalized?,” Forum of the New York Lawyers' Association, 1987 

“Legalized and Regulated Prostitution,” New York Committee on Courts and Prostitution, 1985 

 

Lectures and papers: 

Book presentation of Italian Prisons in the Age of Positivism in series entitled “Political Prisoners 

in the Modern World,” University of Venice (online), 2020. 

“The Birth of the Italian Prison in International Perspective,” Keynote Address, Conference on 

“The Limits of Confinement: Rome and the Transnational Catholic Model,” University of 

Roma Tor Vergata, Rome, 2019. 

“La Legge Mussolini: La sfida italiana all’abolizionismo internazionale,” Conference on “A cento 

anni dall’abolizione maritale,” University of Roma Tre, Rome, 2019. 

“Evidence of Prisoners’ Lives: Official Statistics and Inmate Culture in Modern Italy,” Workshop 

on “Prisons, prisoners, and prison records in historical perspective,” Guelph, Canada 

(2019). 

“Women, crime, and sexuality in Lombrosian criminology,” Keynote Address, International 

Conference on “The Delinquent, the Prostitute and the Normal Woman,” University of 

Roma Tre (2017). 

“The Contribution of Nicole Hahn Rafter to Lombroso Studies,” American Society of 

Criminology, 2016. 

“Science, Anthropology, and Crime in Liberal Italy,” SUNY Stoneybrook, 2016. 

“Transnational Prison Histories: Including the Excluded,” Keynote Panel, Conference on “The 

History of Confinement in Global Perspective, Late Eighteenth to the Early Twentieth 

Century,” University of Bern (Switzerland), 2016. 

“The Gendering of Punishment in Modern Italy,” Advanced Research Collaborative, CUNY 

Graduate Center, 2016. 

“Is Punishment Gendered? The Case of Modern Italy,” American Historical Association, 2016. 

 “Transportation without Colonies: Perspectives on Internal Exile,” Keynote Address, Conference 

on “The Carceral Archipelago: Transnational Circulations in Global Perspective, 1415-

1960,” University of Leicester (United Kingdom), 2015. 

“Gender and Justice: A Nineteenth-Century Revolution?” Keynote Address, Conference on 

“Gender and Crisis in History,” Procida (Italy), 2015. 

“Prisons and their Context in Nineteenth-Century Rome,” Columbia University Seminar on 

Modern Italy, 2013. 
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“From the Papal States to Roma capitale: Prisons in Nineteenth-Century Italy,” International 

Research Center in Cultural Studies (IFK), Vienna, 2012. 

“I limiti della cittadinanza: Le carceri e i carcerati nell’Italia liberale,” Conference on “La 

Questione criminale e identità nazionale a 150 anni dall’Unità d’Italia,” University of 

Macerata (Italy), 2011. 

“The Unification of Italy: An Examination of the Historical Significance,” Hunter College, 2011 

“Prisons in Nineteenth-Century Italy,” German Historical Institute, Washington, DC, 2011 

“The Historical Significance of the Unification of Various Regions of Italy,” John Jay College, 

2011 

“Gendering Punishment: Juvenile Reformatories in Liberal Italy,” American Historical 

Association, 2011 

“Cesare Lombroso and His Times: Juvenile Delinquency in Liberal Italy,” Federal University of 

Santa Catarina, Florianópolis (Brazil), 2010 

“The Prisons of Rome: Mapping Punishment after Italian Unification,” American Academy in 

Rome, 2010 

“L’influenza nazionale e internazionale della criminologia di Cesare Lombroso,” University of 

L’Aquila (Italy), 2010 

“La Rivista delle Discipline Carcerarie,” Conference on “Una ‘Tribuna’ per le scienze criminali: 

La cultura delle Riviste nel dibattito penalistico tra Otto e Novecento,” University of 

Macerata (Italy), 2010. 

“Cesare Lombroso and the Science of Criminology,” John D. Calandra Italian American Institute, 

City University of New York, 2009 

“La criminologia prima e dopo Cesare Lombroso,” International Conference on “Cesare 

Lombroso. Gli scienziati e la nuova Italia,” Turin, 2009 

“Il recepimento a livello internazionale della teoria lombrosiana della donna delinquente,” 

International Conference on “The Criminal Anthropology of Cesare Lombroso,” Verona, 

2009 

“Donne delinquenti e carceri nell’Italia del primo Novecento,” Università di Macerata, 2009 

“Cesare Lombroso negli Stati Uniti d’America: Elementi per una discussione,” Università di Jesi, 

2009 

“The Gender of Imprisonment in the New Italian State, 1860-1914,” Social Science History 

Association, 2007 

“Cesare Lombroso and the Origins of Italian Criminal Insane Aslyms,” International Academy of 

Law and Mental Health, Padua, 2007. 

 “Mapping Roman Prisons after Unification,” Conference on “Imprisonment in Italian Culture,” 

University of Connecticut, 2004 

“Re-reading Cesare Lombroso’s Criminal Woman (with Nicole Rafter),” School of Law, 

University of Bologna, 2004 

“La donna normale, la prostituta, e la lesbica nella criminologia ottocentesca,” Società italiana 

delle storiche, Florence, 2003 

“Il corpo deviante: La prostituta e la lesbica nella criminologia lombrosiana,” University of 

Palermo, 2003 

“Prostituzione: Politiche, ideologie e pratica,” University of Naples, 2003 

“Measuring Women: Female Sexuality in 19th-century Criminological Science,” American 

Academy in Rome, 2003 

“Labelling Women Deviant: Heterosexual and Homosexual Women in the Writings of Cesare 

Lombroso,” Association for the Study of Modern Italy, London, 2002 
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“The Construction of Female Normalcy/Deviancy in American and Italian History,” University of 

Bologna at Forlì, 2002 

“Lombroso’s Criminal Woman as a Normalizing Discourse,” (with Nicole Rafter), European 

University Institute, Florence, 2002 

“The Italian Police Detective between Liberalism and Fascism,” European Social Science History 

Association, The Hague, 2002 

Roundtable on “The Biographical Approach to Liberal and Fascist Italy,” American Historican 

Association, 2002 

“Science and Narrative in Italian Criminology, 1880-1920,” Conference on “Crime: Texts and 

Contexts,” Florence,  2001 

“Can Criminology Influence Policy? Lombroso’s Legacy in Liberal and Fascist Italy,” 

Departments of History and Criminal Justice, Indiana University (Bloomington), 2001 

“Donne incarcerate a Roma, 1880-1910,” Department of History, University of Bologna, 2000 

“Donne ai margini: Incarcerate e prostitute,” Unione femminile nazionale, Milan, 2000 

“Reconceptualizing Prison History: The Incarceration of Women in Rome, 1860-1910,” Trinity 

College, 2000 

“Annarita Buttafuoco and the Historiography of ‘donne ai margini,’” Columbia Seminar on 

Modern Italy, 1999 

“Between Church and State: Women’s Prisons in Liberal Italy,” Social Science History 

Association, 1999 

"Lombroso's Legacy to the Criminal Justice System of Liberal and Fascist Italy," Columbia 

Seminar on Modern Italy, 1999. 

“Cesare Lombroso, il determinismo biologico, e il sistema giudiziario italiano, 1870-1940,” 

Faculty of Law, University of Bologna, 1999 

"Criminal Anthropology and Juvenile Delinquency in Liberal and Fascist Italy," Conference on 

"Becoming Delinquent: European Youth, 1750-1950," Cambridge University, 1999. 

"Lombroso and Racism," Seminar on Racism, Department of History, University of Bologna, 1998 

"Cesare Lombroso and Italian Criminology: Theory and Practice," Conference on "The Criminal 

and His Scientists," Florence, 1998 

"History of the Italian Family," Hofstra University, 1998 

"Issues in the History of Crime," Conference on "The History of Crime and Justice in Latin 

America," Yale University, 1997 

"History of Female Crime in Europe and the United States," Conference on "The History of Crime 

and Justice in Latin America," Buenos Aires, 1996 

"Sexuality, Heredity and Female Deviancy in the Writings of Italian Criminologists, 1890-1910," 

Seminar on "(Re-) Constructions of Deviant Sexualities," German Historical Institute, 

Washington, D.C., 1996 

“Italy,” Seminar on “Socialism and the ‘Woman Question’ in Interwar Europe,” Paris, 1994, 1996 

“Lombroso on Race,” Social Science History Association, 1995 

“Biology or Environment? Race and Southern 'Deviancy' in the Writings of Italian Criminologists, 

1890-1921,” Conference on “The Italian Southern Question,” Tarrytown, NY, 1995 

“Women, Crime, and Criminology,” Seminar on “Italy’s Southern Question,” CUNY Graduate 

Center, 1994 

“The Italian Family: Past and Present,” Casa Italiana, Nazereth College of Rochester, 1993 

“World War I and the Criminalization of Youth in Italy,” International Association of Historians of 

Crime and Criminal Justice, Paris, 1993 

“What was Scientific about Scientific Policing? Positivist Criminology and Policing in Italy, 1890-

1910,” Social Science History Association, 1990 
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“La prostituzione a Milano negli ultimi decenni del XIX secolo: Immagine e realtà," Conference 

on “Donna Lombarda, 1860-1945," Milan, 1989. 

“Police, Positivism, and the Origins of Juvenile Justice in Italy, 1890-1935,” Social Science 

History Association, 1988 

“Prostitution Laws after Italian Unification: The Role of Regulationist and Abolitionist Elites,” 

International Association of Historians of Crime and Criminal Justice, Paris, 1988 

“Franca Pieroni Bortolotti and the Origins of Italian Women's History,” American Historical 

Association, 1987 

“Criminology and Policing From Liberalism to Fascism, 1900-1935,” Southern Historical 

Association, 1987 

"Prostitution and Poor Women in Bologna, Italy,” Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, 

1987 

“Legalized Prostitution in Nineteenth-Century Italy,” American Society of Criminology, 1986 

“Prostitution, Police, and Venereal Disease in Italy, l860-l910,” Academy of Criminal Justice 

Sciences, 1986 

“Prostitution and the Treatment of Venereal Disease in Nineteenth-Century Italy,”  New York 

Coordinating Committe for Women in the Historical Profession, 1986 

“Prostitution and Italian Unification,” Trinity College, 1985 

“Prostitution and the Unification of Italy: The Cavour Law of 1860,” Columbia University 

Seminar on Modern Italy, 1985 

“Police and Prostitution in 19th century Italy,” American Society of Criminology, 1984 

“La prostituzione a Bologna nell'Ottocento,” Women's Center, Bologna, Italy, 1983 

“I fonti e la metodologia per la ricerca storica sulla prostituzione,” Istituto Universitario Orientale, 

Naples, Italy, 1983 

“'The Winning Plan': Lessons from the Women's Suffrage Movement,” Cornell College, 1982 

“On the Insensitivity of Women: Criminological Experiments in pre-World War I Italy,” Berkshire 

Conference on the History of Women, 1981 

“The 'Female Offender' and the Italian School of Criminal Anthropology,” American Historical 

Association, 1979 

“The Licensed Brothel as an Institution of Social Control,” Social Science History Association, 

1979 

 "The State and Prostitution: Prohibition, Regulation, or Decriminalization?” Special National 

Workshop on “Historical Approaches to Studying Crime” sponsored by the U.S. 

Department of Justice, Washington, D.C., 1979 

“Criminology and Prostitution in Italy,” Knox College, 1979 

“Prostitution and the Bourgeois Feminist Movement in Italy,” American Italian Historical 

Association, 1977 

 
Conferences and Seminars: 

Chair and Commentator, “Unhappy Women: Emotions and Gender Politics in Modern Italy,” 

American Historical Association, 2020. 

Commentator on papaer by Luca Storti, “Italian Mafia Groups Abroad: Territorial Expansion and 

Social Influence,” Ralph Bunche Center, Graduate Center, CUNY, 2019. 

Commentator on paper by Erica Moretti, “Maria Montessori’s White Cross: Rehabilitating War-

Stricken Children to Prevent War,” Columbia University Seminar on Modern Italy, 2019. 

Chair and Commentator, “Rethinking Transgression Through Lombroso’s Eyes: Questioning the 

Perception of the Prostitute and the Criminal Woman,” International Federation for 

Research in Women’s History,” Toronto, 2018. 
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Chair and Commentator, “Sex, Violence, and honor in Modern Italy,” American Historical 

Association, 2017. 

Chair and Commentator, “New Approaches to the History of Gender and Sexuality in Modern 

Italy,” American Historical Association, 2016  

Chair and Commentator, “Multi/Interdisplinary Investigations into Italy and World War I,” 

American Historical Association, 2015. 

Commentator, “Crime and Gender in Historical Perspective, 1600-1900,” European Social Science 

History Conference, Vienna, 2014 

Chair, “Mobilizing for Combat,” Conference entitled “Techno-Politics in the Age of the Great 

War, 1900-1930” organized by the IFK, Vienna, 2012 

Roundtable, Gender History as a Dialogue between Generations,” Società italiana delle storiche, 

Naples, 2010 

Commentator, “Stato, famiglie e minori: norme e consuetudini in prospettiva comparativa (1910-

1940), ” Società Italiana delle Storiche, Rome, 2007 

Commentator, “Author Meets Critics: ‘Resurrecting Lombroso: New Translations of Criminal 

Man and Criminal Woman,’” Social Science History Association, 2006 

Commentator, “Representation of Police in 20th-century Europe,” European Social Science History 

Conference, Amsterdam, 2006 

Commentator, “Relazioni omosessuali e contesti sociali in Italia tra Otto e Novecento,” SISSCO, 

Bologna, 2005 

Chair and Commentator, “Perceptions of Violence and Ethnicity in the Late 19th Century U.S. and 

U.K,” Social Science History Association, 2004 

Commentator, Conference entitled “Encountering Modern French History,” Indiana University, 

2003. 

Organizer (with Clive Emsley), Conference entitled “Gender and Crime in Historical Perspective,” 

Maison des sciences de l’homme, Paris, 2003 

Panelist,  Presentation of Corpi e storia, edited by the Società italiana delle storiche, Florence, 

2002 

Organizer and commentator, Roundtable on a special issue of the Journal of Modern Italian 

Studies entitled “Annarita Buttafuoco and Modern Italian Women’s History,” New York 

University, 2002 

Commentator, “Law and Identity in the Pan-Latin World,” American Historical Association, 2001 

Commentator, “Foucault’s Discipline and Punish after Twenty-Five Years,” Social Science 

History Association, 2001 

Commentator, panels on "Historical Perspectives on Women and the Criminal Justice System" and 

"Gangs and their Social Worlds," Social Science History Association, 1997 

Panelist, Roundatable discussion of Crime, Disorder, and the Risorgimento by Steven Hughes, 

Social Science History Association, 1996 

Chair and Commentator, "The Imperatives of the Modern State and Women Workers in France, 

Germany and Itay," Conference entitled "Women Work," Rutgers University, 1996 

Chair and Commentator, “Political Policing and the People in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth 

Century,” Social Science History Association, 1993 

Commentator, “Women, Crime and Policing in the Modern Era,” Social Science History 

Association, 1993 

Member of Resource and Hosting Committee, “Women and Social Policy in Comparative 

Perspective,” sponsored by Columbia University and the Italian Cultural Institute, 1992 

Chair and Commentator, “Gender, Crime, and Criminal Justice,” Social Science History 

Association, 1992 
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Chair and Commentator, “Uncommon Women in Italy: From Risorgimento to Resistance and 

Reconstruction (1840s-1940s),” Pacific Branch of the American Historical Association, 

1991 

Commentator, “Medicine and Difference: Comparative Perspectives,” American Historical 

Association, 1990 

Member of Organizing Committee and Roundatable Discussant, “Postwar Italy: A Reassessment," 

sponsored by Columbia University and the Italian Cultural Institute, 1989 

Chair, “Criminal Law and the Moral Community,” Social Science History Association, 1989 

Chair and Commentor, "Women on their Own: Case Studies in Argentine and Italy,” Social 

Science History Association, 1988 

Roundtable on “European Women's History,” organized by Louise Tilly, Princeton Institute for 

Advanced Studies, 1986 

Organizer, Roundtable on “Prostitution and Times Square,” John Jay College, 1985 

“Pillage in Early Modern Italy,” Folger Library, taught by Carlo Ginzberg, 1985 

“The ‘Woman Question’ in European History, 1750-1950,” NEH Summer Seminar taught by 

Karen Offen and Susan Groag Bell, Stanford University, 1984 

“Produrre e riprodurre” (First International Conference of Women from Industrialized Nations), 

sponsored by the Italian government and the European Community, Turin, Italy, 1983 

Co-Director (with Dennis Perri), “Mediterranean Democracies,” sponsored by the Iowa 

Humanities Board, Grinnell College, 1981 

“Integrating Women's History into Survey Courses,” sponsored by the Organization of American 

Historians, Indiana University, 1980 and 1981 

“Popular Culture in Medieval and Early Modern Italy,” NEH Seminar taught by Anthony Molho, 

Brown University, 1979-80 

Director, Women Speakers' Series, Grinnell College, 1978-79 

Co-Director (with Penny Knox), “Women in History and Literature,” sponsored by the Associated 

Colleges of the Midwest, Cornell College, 1978 

 

Professional Associations: 

Society for Italian Historical Studies, President, 2015-2017; Vice President, 2013-2015; Executive 

 Committee, 2009-2012 

Social Science History Association, Program Committee, 2006-7; Sharlin Book Award  

 Committee, 1992-5 (Chair, 1994-5); Network Chair, 1982-83, 1988-89 

Columbia University Seminar on Modern Italian Studies, President, 2005-2008, 1988-90; 

Secretary/Treasurer, 1986-88 

American Historical Association, George Mosse Book Prize Committee, 2000-2002 

Berkshire Conference of Women’s Historians, Program Committee, 2000-2002 

International Association of Historians of Crime and Criminal Justice; Corresponding Editor for 

North America, 1991-98 

Società delle Storiche Italiane (SIS) 

Società italiana per lo Studio della Storia Contemporanea (SISSCO) 

Coordinating Committee on Women in the Historical Profession 

Council on Western European Studies 

 

Other Professional Activities: 

Associate Editor, Journal of Modern Italian Studies, 2000- 

Editorial Board, Quaderno di storia del penale e della giustizia, 2019- 

Editorial Board, Studi sulla Questione Criminale (Studies in Criminology), 2006- 
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Editorial Board, Genesis (journal of the Italian Society of Women’s Historians), 2009-2011; 

advisory committee, 2001-2008 

Advisory Board, NIOD (Netherlands) Grant on “Forced Labor in Transnational Perspective,” 

(Pieter Spierenburg, Dirctor), 2015-2018. 

Evaulator of proposals for NWO Council for the Humanities (Netherlands), 2010, 2013 

Evaluator of proposals on modern Italy for the American Academy in Rome, 2009, 2017, 2019 

Evaluator of grant proposals in history for the Italian Ministry for Universities and Research, 1997- 

Evaluator of proposals for NEH Summer Seminar in Rome, 2013, 2005, 2003. 

Member of the Rector’s Committee to Evaluate Research, University of Siena (Italy), 2002-04 

Barbieri Foundation Grant Committee, Trinity College, 1999-2001 

Fulbright Review Panel on Southern Europe, 1994-96 

Manuscript reviewer for the American Historical Review, Journal of Intellectual History, Social 

Science History, Theoretical Criminology, Historical Methods, Women and Criminal 

Justice, Journal of Italian Studies, Modern Italy, Sex Roles, Journal of the History of 

Sexuality, Contemporanea, Genesis, Journal of Modern Italian History, Punishment and 

Society, History of the Human Sciences, History, International Review of Social 

History.Genesis, Law and History Review. 

Advisory Council, Women in Prison Project of the Correctional Association of New York, 1994-8 

 

Doctoral Dissertations Directed: 

. 

Sultana Banulescu, “Italian Psyche and Society: How the Brain and Mind Sciences Shaped Italy, 

1900-1948),” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, in progress. 

Antonella Vitale, “Fuitina: Love, Sex, and Rape in Modern Italy: 1945-Present,” Graduate Center 

(History), City University of New York, 2020. 

Francesca Vassalle, “Bitter Sex: The Politics of Contraception in Post-Fascist Italy, 1945-1978,” 

Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, 2018. 

Diana Moore, “Transnational Nationalists: Cosmopolitan Women, Philanthropy, and Italian 

Nationalism, 1850-1890,” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, 2018. 

Victoria Calabrese, “Land of Women: Basilicata, Emigration and the Women who Remained 

Behind, 1880-1914” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, 2017. 

Ellen Zitani, “Love’s Ethics: Sibilla Aleramo and Queer Feminism in Fin de Siècle Italy,” 

Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, 2012. 

William Adams, “Mussolini and Intellectuals in the Regime of Salò, 1943-1945,” Graduate Center 

(History), City University of New York, 2007. 

Judith Anne Ryder, “Antecedents of Violent Behavior: Early Childhood Trauma in the Lives of 

Adolescents Female Offenders,” City University of New York (Criminal Justice), 2003. 

 


